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In Matthew, Mark, and Luke 1 out of every 6 verses deals with money. Of the 29 parables Christ told, 16 
deal with a person and his money.  The Bible talks about money, so should the pulpit and the home.  

Proverbs 12:11 (ESV) " Whoever works his land will have plenty of bread, but he who follows worthless 
pursuits lacks sense." 

Proverbs 3:9,10 (ESV)  "Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the first fruits of all your produce; then 
your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine." 

“We make a living by what we get. We make a life by what we give.” ―Winston S. Churchill 

A. BASIC PRINCIPLES OF STEWARDSHIP (Review)

1. God Owns All - Creator/Owner. Psalm 50:7-12

2. We are Responsible for All - Man has dominion over the earth from God.  Genesis 1:28, 2 Thes. 3:10

3. God Warns Us About the Sins of Greed, Covetousness, and Stealing.  Rom. 13:9, Luke 12:16

4. Debt can be Dangerous - Proverbs 11:15, Phil. 4:19; James 4:13-15

5. Provide for the Genuinely Poor, Especially in Your Own Family. I Tim. 5:8; 1 John 3:17; Prov. 14:31

WHO GIVES THE MOST TO CHARITY? 

B. BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES FOR GIVING.  2 Corinthians 9

Background - The Apostle Paul was encouraging a collection from the churches across the upper 
Mediterranean for the needy due to famine and persecution in Jerusalem.  Acts 11:27-30, Rom. 15:25-27 

The offering was a blessing to the Jerusalem church. V.5  The word "blessing" is used 2x in the verse. 

1. SOW SPARINGLY, REAP SPARINGLY. SOW BOUNTIFULLY, REAP BOUNTIFULLY. 9:6

Little effort, little work, and little giving brings little results, little reward, and little help for others. 

2. GIVE AS YOU DECIDE IN YOUR HEART.  PURPOSEFUL, THOUGHTFUL DECISION. V.7

Analyze your resources; think about your income, your savings, your spending.  Commit to giving from a 
hard look at what you have. The principles here strongly urge you to give and that brings a blessing.    

"Give according to your income, lest God make your income according to your giving." 
Chaplain Peter Marshall. 

3. DON'T GIVE DUE TO PRESSURE OR A SENSE OF DUTY.  V.7

Literally the verse says don't give "out of regret" or "out of grief". Net Bible notes

God loves a cheerful giver.  Cheerful = Greek - hilaron - hilarious. Merry.    

http://www.success.com/article/rohn-how-to-live-a-beautiful-life


 

4. GOD CAN SUPPLY OUR NEEDS AS WE GIVE. V.10,11 

There seems to be a principle here that as you give, God gives back.   

 "...Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.’” Acts 20:35 

 

5. OUR GIVING PRODUCES THANKSGIVING TO THOSE RECEIVING THE GIFT.  V.11-13 

Imagine hungry people back in Jerusalem having now enough money to buy food for their family 
because of the offering that was given here.  Would they be thankful to God and the givers?  Of course! 

Their thanksgiving would move them to pray for the givers as well. V. 14 

 

6. OUR GIVING IS A SMALL TOKEN OF THE GREAT GIFT THAT GOD HAS ALREADY GIVEN TO US 
ALL... THE SACRIFICE OF HIS SON, JESUS, ON THE CROSS FOR OUR SINS.  V. 15 

"Saving faith may thus be defined as a voluntary 
turning from all hope and grounds based on self 
merit, and assuming an attitude of expectancy 
toward God, trusting Him to do a perfect saving 
work based only on the merit of Christ".                      
L.S. Chafer 

Have you received the gift of eternal salvation 
through Jesus Christ?  Christ's death paid the 
penalty for your sins. It is the greatest gift in the 
world for you if you repent from sin and believe in    
Christ. 

 

FINAL THOUGHTS - WHAT WILL YOU DO WITH THESE TRUTHS? 

1. Have you received God's gift of salvation? Now is the day of salvation.  2 Corinthians 6:2 

2. "God judges what we give by what we keep." George Mueller   What are you keeping? 

3. "Take a look at your own heart, and you will soon find out what has stuck to it and where your treasure 
is. It is easy to determine whether hearing the Word of God, living according to it, and achieving such a 
life gives you as much enjoyment and calls forth as much diligence from you as does accumulating and 
saving money and property."  Martin Luther.   

What treasure are you seeking?  Will it matter 5 minutes after you die? 

 


