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     TRUTHS BY WHICH WE LIVE 

      Colossians 1:1-8 

APOSTLE PAUL - Saul - Jewish by birth and Roman by citizenship.  Former persecutor of the Church. 

 Apostle = one sent by another, a messenger. "By the Will of God" - Paul has Authority from the Lord - Writing 
 in the power of the Spirit - Scripture.  God's will and word for this day.  

Church at Colosse - Asia Minor - Modern day Turkey.  Paul had not visited there. 

 

PAUL'S PRAYFUL CONCERN FOR THE CHURCH  DESCRIBES THE TRUTHS IN THE LIFE OF ANY 
 FAITHFUL BELIEVER.      SEE IF THEY DESCRIBE YOU... 

 

A. TRUE BELIEVERS HAVE FAITH IN CHRIST ALONE FOR ETERNAL SALVATION v.2,4 

 Saints = literally set apart [to God]  

 Personal Faith - Your faith 

 Centered in Christ Jesus  

 Steps of Faith - Acknowledge 1. My sin,  2.God's love, 3.Christ's death for me, 4 Belief, 5. Forever life 

  

B. TRUE BELIEVERS LOVE THE SAINTS - OTHER CHRISTIANS - WHEREVER THEY ARE FOUND v.4,8 

 The Colossian Church showed love to other believers beyond their own walls.  

 1 John 3:14 "We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren..." 

 What a privilege we have at FBC to love & help others in so many ways.  

  

C. TRUE BELIEVERS SEE LIFE IN LIGHT OF THE HOPE OF CHRIST v.5  

 Truths - 1. This life now is not all there is... eternity to come. 

 2. Evil seems to reign here. The Judgment to come deals with that evil.  

 3. The Hope of the Believer is the Resurrection of the dead at the Return of Jesus and Everlasting 
  Life with the Triune God.     Titus 2:13 

  

D. TRUE BELIEVERS ARE CHANGING BY THE GOSPEL v.6 

 Fruit - spiritual change - growth from a growing knowledge, repentance, and obedience to God 

 Fruit of our Witness - seeing people come to Christ  

 

E. TRUE BELIEVERS KNOW THE GRACE OF GOD IN THE  GOSPEL  v.6 

 GRACE - God's kind motivation to grant us salvation, forgiveness, and 
empowerment by faith  

  

 

 



HOW DO WE KNOW WHICH BOOKS SHOULD BE IN THE BIBLE ? 

 

Canon  = idea of standard.  In this context, the standard by which books were evaluated to be included in the 
Old and New Testament. 

 

Tests of each book - Establishing the standard.  

1. Who was the author, is it authoritative?  The authors were apostles of Jesus or had a tie in with an apostle.          

            Mark was an eye-witness of Jesus and a relative of Peter.  James was the half-brother of Jesus. 

2. Is it consistent with already revealed Biblical truth?  

3. Does it have the power to change lives?  Hebrews 4:12 

4. Is it accepted by God's people?  1 Thessalonians 2:13 

 

Dozens of other writings were available to the Church.  But these were rejected as not being accepted by the 
Church.  God inspired the writing of Scriptures and  the Church in time recognized those books. 

Today you may find in bookstores the books that were rejected by the Church.  Some liberal or skeptical 
scholars will insist that some of these were rejected by the Church because they did not agree with the 
teachings of the Church at the time.  These scholars may claim that these rejected books contain the real 
teachings of Jesus and the apostles.  But many of these books contain clear heretical teachings that were 
never taught by Jesus or the apostles and were rejected by the Church.  

 

Example - Gospel of Thomas.   Excerpts read during the sermon to show some of its absurd teachings, 
demonstrating why it was rejected for the Canon of Scripture. 

 

 


